
Kevin and Susan Sauter are true citizens of the world—spending a year traveling around the world,
celebrating Christmas in India, taking the entire family to South Africa for a year and, most recently,
living in Columbia for two months.

“International travel has always been a very important part of what we do,” says Kevin. Adds Susan:
“Our trips throughout the world have given us a lot of appreciation for other cultures.”

“Whenever we went on our travels, it was always a highlight to come back to Saint Rose, our church
for 28 years,” says Kevin. “The parish is a very important part of our lives. It is one of the
components of home, a part of our identity.”

Susan has been in the adult choir for two decades and has been an Art and Environment volunteer.
Kevin was a   member of the contemporary choir and later joined the adult choir. He has also been a
long-time lector and a two-time chairman of the Parish Council. Both Kevin and Susan retired this
year. He was a professor of Communication and Journalism at the University of St. Thomas for 37
years. Susan was at the Spinal Cord Injury and Disorder Center at the Minneapolis Veterans
Hospital for 12 years after working in the intensive care unit at St. Joseph’s Hospital.

Kevin taught a variety of courses at St. Thomas, including rhetoric and persuasion in television and
politics. He took students on off-campus trips for 16 years, often to Hawaii. “Not a bad deal to
spend January in Hawaii,“ he says. In addition to escaping winter in Minnesota, Kevin has plenty of
fond memories from his 37 years at St. Thomas: “The great thing about university teaching is that
moment of discovery for students as they learn new ideas and different ways of thinking, and when
they develop their own ideology and philosophy. My focus has been contributing to broadening
their view of communication and its influence in culture.” 

Susan is very proud of the work of the Veterans Administration: “My former colleagues are so
deeply caring of the profoundly injured veterans they work with. Helping them move forward and
reintegrating back into their community as best they can. The VA does an amazing job.”
Participation in the Catholic liturgy has always been important to Kevin. In 2008, when he was on
sabbatical and looking to travel and study the impact of culture on the Catholic Mass, his wife Susan
came up with the idea of attending Mass in 30 different locations. At the conclusion of their trip
around the world they chronicled their experience in a book titled A Month of Sundays (available
on Amazon.com).
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1980. The next year they were married at Holy Trinity. After moving to Minnesota and after their three
children were born, she received an R.N. degree from St. Catherine University.
· To celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary in 2012 Kevin asked his friend and St. Thomas colleague Fr.
Michael Joncas (“On Eagles Wings”) to write a special song for the occasion. The hymn titled “Whoever
Fears The Lord” was sung at the 4:30 Mass, much to Susan’s surprise.
· The three Sauter children all attended Saint Rose School. Brendan works for the Post Office in St. Paul;
Emily is a professor of communication at Minnesota State University, Mankato; and Sean is an art teacher
at Hudson High School.

“Our foundational conclusion is that all of the Masses were basically the same in terms of structure
everywhere in the world,” says Kevin. “However the context and cultural  dimensions of the Mass in
each place were quite different, whether it was the vestments that the priest and servers wore, the
music or the building. You can walk into a Catholic church anywhere in the world and engage in the
Mass even if it is in a different language—and you can  enjoy it.”

Susan points out that one of the things that reflected the culture most profoundly was the exchange
of peace. “In Thailand you put your hands together and bowed, in Hawaii it takes 10 minutes for 
 everyone to greet each other.”

She also remembers the Sunday in Uganda where the parishioners brought up all types of building
materials for gifts, including several large sacks of cement.

At the end of the book they wrote: For a Month of Sundays we prayed and celebrated with people
from around the world, and as we sat quietly in our pew back at Saint Rose of Lima, we felt comfort
and connection and center with all of the people and all of the places we visited. Home is here, but it
is everywhere as well.

Other things to know about Kevin and Susan:
· Kevin grew up in the Assumption parish in Richfield and
graduated from Benilde High School. He received
communication degrees at Moorhead (Minn.) State
University (B.A.), Miami (Ohio) University (M.A.) and
Pennsylvania State University (Ph.D.). Kevin taught at James
Madison University in Virginia for three years.
· Susan was raised in Bethesda, Md. Her home parish was Holy
Trinity in Washington D.C. She received an art degree from
Hollins College in Roanoke, Va. Susan was working at the
James Madison publications office when she met Kevin in 
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